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Chapter 1  

Introduction 

This chapter gives a brief overview of Sitecore Rocks, a Microsoft Visual Studio plug-in 
that allows developers to perform common Sitecore operations from within Visual Studio. 
This chapter describes the features of Sitecore Rocks — how to prepare your 
development environment, and how to install Sitecore Rocks. 

This manual contains the following chapters: 

 Chapter 1 — Introduction 
This chapter describes the prerequisites for Sitecore Rocks and how to install it.  

 Chapter 2 — Connecting and Using a Sitecore Installation 
This chapter describes how to create connections to existing Sitecore websites and how 
to create new Sitecore installations with Sitecore Rocks.  

 Chapter 3 — Basic Sitecore Content Tree Operations 
This chapter provides examples of performing common Sitecore content-tree operations 
using Sitecore Rocks. 
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1.1 What is Sitecore Rocks? 

Sitecore Rocks integrates directly with Microsoft Visual Studio 2010 and later and gives developers a fast, 
streamlined development experience by letting them use the tools that they are familiar with. This 
increases productivity and lowers the incidence of bugs. 

1.1.1 Features 

 Sitecore Explorer: Lets you check the content tree for multiple websites and multiple databases. 
Delete, edit, or drag and drop multiple items simultaneously.  

 Item Editor: Lets you edit the content of Sitecore items directly from inside Microsoft Visual Studio 
– there's no need to open a web browser. The Item Editor supports multi-edit so that you can 
update multiple items in a single operation.  

 Search: Provides you with a fully integrated Sitecore search.  

 Media Library: Allows you to upload new media items using drag and drop.  

 Layout Designer: Lets you use drag and drop to setup presentation for multiple devices.  

 Template Designer: Lets you quickly and easily configure data templates.  

 Link Viewer: Allows you to quickly locate referrers and references.  

 Sitecore Project Management: Allows you to connect a Visual Studio project to a Sitecore website 

and create Sitecore items from .aspx, .ascx and .xsl files with a few clicks. Track file 

operations (duplicate, copy, move, rename) and update the Sitecore items automatically.  

 Log Viewer: Allows you to keep track of what is happening on a Sitecore website with a running 
log.  

 Job Viewer: Allows you to see which jobs are running in the background on a Sitecore website.  

 Debug and Trace: Lets you view Profile and Trace files.  

 Site Validation: Validates your site against more than 50 rules.  

 NuGet: Lets you install NuGet packages that include Sitecore items and files.  

 PowerShell: Exposes a Sitecore database as a PowerShell drive.  

Sitecore Rocks is fully extendable using plug-ins that allow you to add new buttons, item editor skins, field 
types, pipelines and more. 
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1.2 Prerequisites and Installing Sitecore Rocks 

Prior to installing Sitecore Rocks, you must have access to a working Sitecore website. 

1.2.1 Sitecore Versions 

The current version of Sitecore Rocks works with Sitecore SMS 7.1 or later. 

1.2.2 Visual Studio Versions 

Sitecore Rocks only works with Microsoft Visual Studio 2010, 2012, and 2013.  

Sitecore Rocks only supports:  

 Visual Studio Premium 

 Visual Studio Professional 

 Visual Studio Ultimate 

1.2.3 Installing Sitecore Rocks 

You can install the most recent version of Sitecore Rocks from this Sitecore download page: 

http://vsplugins.sitecore.net/default.aspx 

The downloaded file is named Sitecore.Rocks.VisualStudio.vsix. This is based on the standard 

for Microsoft Visual Studio extensions. 

Begin the installation by verifying the License Agreement: 

 

http://vsplugins.sitecore.net/default.aspx
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When the installation is complete, a confirmation message appears.  

 

When you start or restart Visual Studio, the Sitecore Start Page opens. 

 

This page provides tools and links for quickly getting started with Sitecore Rocks. Notice the Sitecore 
menu on the menu bar. 
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Chapter 2  

Connecting and Using a Sitecore Installation 

This chapter discusses how to use Sitecore Rocks to connect to existing Sitecore 
websites, create new Sitecore installations, and how to perform common Sitecore content 
tree operations from within Microsoft Visual Studio. 

 Creating a Sitecore Connection to an Existing  

 Creating a New Sitecore  
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2.1 Creating a Sitecore Connection to an Existing Website 

Once you have Sitecore Rocks installed for Visual Studio, you can connect to an existing Sitecore 
website or create a new instance. On the Sitecore Rocks Start Page, click the Create a new Sitecore 
Rocks connection to a Sitecore website link. 

 

1. In the Connection dialog box, enter the following information: 

Data Provider: select either the Hard Rock Web Service or the Good Old Web Service. 

Host Name: the name of your Sitecore installation.  

To select a Sitecore installation from a list of available hosts, in the Connection dialog box, click 
Copy From. 

User Name: Enter the Sitecore domain and user name that you to use to connect. 

Password: The appropriate Sitecore password. 

Location: to locate the Sitecore website on your server, click Browse.  

This only applies if you are connecting to a local server resource. If you are accessing your 
Sitecore installation over the internet, do not use this option. 

2. When you have filled in the fields, click Test to verify that your connection is working. 

Note 
Your selected Sitecore website must be actively running on the server before the connection can be 
verified. Make sure that you can access an instance of your website in a web browser to verify that it is up 
and running. 

When you have verified that your connection information is valid, click OK to create the connection.  
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2.2 Creating a New Sitecore Website 

Sitecore Rocks provides an easy to use dialog box for performing a full Sitecore CMS installation from 
within Visual Studio. You are required to provide the following files and information: 

 Project Name and folder structure. 

 Sitecore installer Zip file: download your preferred version from sdn.sitecore.net. 

 Sitecore license file: This file is supplied to your organization when you purchase Sitecore. 

 DMS Zip file: download this file from sdn.sitecore.net, if you want to install and run Sitecore’s 
DMS features. 

 SQL Server instance name, username and password. 

 Packages: Any optional Sitecore package files that you would like to include as a part of your 
installation. 

There are also many optional steps that can be executed during the installation. To customize your 
installation, you may choose whether or not to add these steps to the installation procedure.  

 

If you are not familiar with Sitecore installation procedures, see the Sitecore Installation Guides at 

sdn.sitecore.net for more information about these options. 

http://www.sitecore.net/
http://www.sitecore.net/
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Chapter 3  

Basic Sitecore Content Tree Operations 

This chapter describes how to perform basic Sitecore operations using Sitecore Rocks. 
Many Sitecore users will be familiar with carrying out similar operations using the Content 
Editor in the Sitecore Desktop.  

If you are new to Sitecore, you can find more information in the manuals Content Author’s 
Cookbook and the Data Definition Cookbook. 
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3.1 The Sitecore Rocks Explorer 

The Sitecore Rocks plug-in for visual studio provides its own Explorer window that you can display with 
Visual Studio. It is similar to other Explorer windows in Visual Studio, and you can navigate it in the same 
way. 

To view the Sitecore Explorer, use either the Sitecore Start Page or the Sitecore menu and choose 
Sitecore Explorer. 

The Sitecore Explorer displays all your currently connected Sitecore websites in a tree structure. You can 
navigate through the tree to see Sitecore items, templates, layouts, media items and all other parts of 
your site. 

 


