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Chapter 1  
 
Site Config Settings 

This section describes the Site Config configuration item and the configuration options it provides 

including the Frontpage portal setup, Target Groups, Activity Types and the Skin setup. 
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1.1 Settings 

The Settings item makes it possible to switch between different presets quickly. It contains the 

following settings: 

 

¶ Skin 

The ñskinò of the site, which defines its front-end look. For more information about skins 

in Sitecore Intranet Portal, please refer to Chapter 4,  

 

Skinning. 

¶ MainSettings 

The definition of the main set of settings. Setting sets are located under the 

/system/IntranetSettings/MainSettings/ item.  

¶ WeblogSettings 

The global Weblog settings. Global settings for blogs (such as date/time format, 

notification sender email, button titles, etc.) are stored in the Weblog settings item found 

under the /system/IntranetSettings/WeblogSettings/ item. 

¶ WebPartSettings 

The global Webpart settings. Stored in the WebPart Framework Settings item found 

under /system/IntranetSettings/WebPartSettings/. 

¶ RichtextProfile 

The rich text editor profile. The profiles are located under the 

/system/IntranetSettings/Rich Text Profiles/ item. 
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¶ Corporate Language 

The Corporate Language of the Intranet Portal. 

1.2 Locations 

The Location items are used to identify where an employee is located. This is useful if companyôs 

employees are spread among different geographical locations. 

 

User locations can be specified in intranet user profiles. 

All users associated with a location will automatically use the skin assigned to that location 

(unless a skin has also been defined for the user's department in which case the department skin 

takes precedence). 

1.3 Portal 

Sitecore Intranet interface can be customized by the end user, but sometimes administrators 

require that particular elements cannot be changed and are always visible. Such elements may 

contain important corporate news or personal task lists. The Portal folder allows to specify the 

elements which cannot be changed by the front-end editor. 

The Portal folder contains web parts which are shown on the front page permanently. In our 

example the front page is split into five zones, each containing one or more web parts. 
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The webparts from the portal folder cannot be removed by a user from the frontend, but if the user 

has write permissions for the web part, then it can be closed. If the user doesn't have write 

permission, the web part cannot be closed or moved around on the page. Such parts are marked 

with lock icons in the Layout mode. 

 

For more information about the Portal settings item and the webparts it contains, please refer to 

Chapter 5,  

 

Web Parts.  

1.4 System folders 

The "System Folders" section on the main settings item allows you specifying different locations 

for user profiles, the activity calendar, top icon links, activity types, locations, etc. 
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To get a reference to a system folder from an XSLT file, use the GetSystemFolder(folderName) 

method in the IntranetUtil class. See Intranet.Top.xslt for an example. 



 

Sitecore Sitecore Intranet Portal. Core Concepts. Page 9 of 63 
SitecoreÈ is a registered trademark. All other brand and product names are the property of their respective holders. The 
contents of this document are the property of Sitecore. Copyright É 2001-2008 Sitecore. All rights reserved. 

Chapter 2  
 
User Administration 

Users in Sitecore Intranet Portal have profiles that allow them to personalize the portal for 

themselves. Profiles are stored under the /Intranet/Home/UserInfo/ item and are based on the 

alphabetical hierarchy with 2 levels of nestedness as shown below:

 

As you can see the hierarchy is created using the first 2 letters of the username as folder names. A 

custom depth can be specified by changing the UserProfileTreeDepth setting in the web.config 

file. 

Users in Sitecore Intranet Portal are created in the User Manager. A profile for the newly created 

user is created automatically when the user logs in to Intranet Portal for the first time. The profile 

can also be created manually. The name of the UserProfile item must correspond to the user's 

username.  

Note that security permissions should be granted or denied to the Sitecore User, not to the Intranet 

Portal user profile. 

2.1 Manually Creating User Profiles 

Many intranet solutions are customized to replicate user profile information into Sitecore from 

external sources such as Active Directory. In such case, the custom replication code will typically 
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update all relevant fields of a user profile with the information from the Active Directory, while 

intranet-specific fields can be maintained by the intranet administrators. If the user profile item 

doesn't exist, the replication code will create it.  

In any case, administrators might need to manually create a user account. This involves the 

following steps:  

1. Create the new user account in Sitecore Intranet Portal using the User Manager. For most 

usage scenarios, simply specifying the username, password and assigning roles will be 

sufficient.  

2. Create a UserProfile item under the UserInfo item. The item name must be the same as 

the name of the user account. Notice that the UserProfile item will automatically be 

moved to the correct location in the user profile hierarchy when the user logs in the next 

time. 

3. Grant write permissions for the user profile to the newly created user. Otherwise, the user 

will not be able to edit any of his/her own profile information.  

4. Grant create permission for the user profile if you want the user to be able to create a 

personal weblog.  

5. Fill in the relevant fields of the user profile. Notice that e-mail, full name, etc. should be 

specified in the user profile item, not in the user item. 

2.2 Setting Security for User Profiles 

Sitecore's standard security model applies to user profiles in the same way as to other items. This 

means that a user will only be allowed to edit oneôs user profile using the front-end editor if the 

user has read+write permission on the user profile item. It also means that you can grant certain 

employees (such as webmasters, managers, secretaries, etc.) permission to modify the user 

profiles of other employees.  

It is only recommended to grant read, write and create permissions on UserProfile items for the 

front-end editor users. Renaming or deleting user profiles is discouraged unless you are aware of 

the side-effects.  

When a user profile item is automatically created by the Intranet Portal (for instance, when a user 

logs into the intranet and no profile exists or when the information is replicated from the Active 

Directory), the common permissions will normally be granted, so that the user can edit oneôs own 

profile and has permissions to create a personal weblog.  

2.2.1 Default Security Settings 

In the default installation, the "extranet\Everyone" role has the following permissions to the 

"UserInfo" item: 

¶ Allow read 

¶ Deny write, rename, create, delete 

This means that all employees can view all profiles, for example when viewing author 

information or searching the phonebook, but the employees cannot modify the user profiles.  

2.2.2 Resetting Security Permissions for All Users Profiles 

Occasionally it might be needed to reset the security permissions on all users profile items.  
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This can be done by navigating to the "/sitecore/admin/GrantUserProfilePermissions.aspx" page 

and clicking the "Grant access" button to reset the permissions. Notice that you must be an 

Administrator to run this script.  

Important  note: Running this script will grant read, write and create permission to all users on 

their own user profiles. Custom security settings on user profiles will be lost. The script will not 

change any of the security permissions for the "UserInfo" item. 

2.3 Allowing Employees to Edit their User Profiles 

Users can edit most of the fields in their user profiles after clicking the Edit Content button next to 

the user name. 

 

Some of the user profile fields (such as name, phone number, e-mail address) are by default only 

editable from the back-end since these fields should only be updated by administrators. You can 

select which fields should be available in the front-end editor by checking or unchecking the "Is 

editor enabled" field for the fields of the Intranet.UserProfile template.  

By default, a user can edit the following fields when using the front-end editor: 

¶ Title . 

The userôs job title. 

¶ Date of Birth. 

The user's date of birth. 

¶ Local phone number. 

The userôs local phonon umber. 

¶ Canteen. 

The user's favorite canteen. When the user navigates to the canteen item, this canteen is 

displayed automatically. 

¶ Image. 

The picture of the user. 

¶ Interests. 

The interests of the user. 

¶ Preferred Language. 

The userôs preferred language for displaying the content.  

Job Description Section 

¶ Purpose. 

The purpose of this userôs job. 

¶ Responsibilities. 

The userôs working responsibilities. 

¶ Measure points. 

Measure points for the user. 

¶ Key employees. 

The key employees this user is connected with. 
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¶ Refers to. 

A reference to the manager to whom this employee refers. 

Data Channels Section 

¶ This section is only available in the front-end editor, not when editing user profiles using 

the back-end. In this section a user can select oneôs areas of interest. 

2.4 Adding Fields to User Profiles 

The user profile fields are stored in the Intranet.UserProfile template. 

 

If you wish to allow users to edit the new fields using the front-end editor, put a checkmark in the 

"Is Editor Enabled" checkbox on the template field. 

 

2.4.1 Adding Fields to Intranet.Employee.xslt 

After adding new fields, modify the Intranet.Employee.xslt to show the new fields.  

If you wish to localize field labels, add the relevant number of fields to the MainSettings template 

(below the "dlheader" field) and use the new labels in the XSLT file.  

2.4.2 Making Fields Searchable in the Phonebook and Pager 

Making new user profile fields searchable and/or displaying the fields in the search results of the 

Pager and/or the Phonebook requires custom development. For more information, please refer to 

the "Phonebook and Pager" section of the "Sitecore Intranet Content Features" document.  

2.5 Extending the Portal: Active Directory Integration 

For information about the recommended ways of integrating Sitecore Intranet Portal with the 

Active Directory, please refer to the "Active Directory Integration Guide" on the SDN: 

http://sdn5.sitecore.net/Products/Sitecore%20Intranet/Documentation.aspx  

http://sdn5.sitecore.net/Products/Sitecore%20Intranet/Documentation.aspx
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As part of Sitecore Intranet Portal, we provide the sample code for Active Directory integration. 

This code can be downloaded from the SDN: 

http://sdn5.sitecore.net/Resources/Sitecore%20Intranet/Samples.aspx  

2.6 Extending the Portal: Setting Location, Department and Canteen 
Automatically 

Some of the user profile fields can be filled automatically from external sources such as Active 

Directory. For example, such fields like location, department and canteen. 

An example of the code which sets a canteen based on Active Directory roles can be found in the 

sample Active Directory integration code on the SDN:  

http://sdn5.sitecore.net/Resources/Sitecore%20Intranet/Samples.aspx  

http://sdn5.sitecore.net/Resources/Sitecore%20Intranet/Samples.aspx
http://sdn5.sitecore.net/Resources/Sitecore%20Intranet/Samples.aspx
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Chapter 3  
 
User Personal Area 

The right-hand column of the Intranet Portal contains the "Personal Area". This component is 

displayed on all pages of the portal, including the front-page, and gives access to the user's 

favorite pages, the list of recently updated pages, etc.  

 

The detailed description of the Personal Area elements is provided below. 
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The double triangle sign to the right of the Personal area title allows the user to collapse or expand 

the contents of Personal area. 

The name of the current user is displayed at the top of the personal area. Clicking on it opens the 

User profile. 

 

On the right you can see the Edit Content button. Selecting it allows to edit the userôs profile. 

The Updates button shows the list of all recently updated items: 

 

Below the Updates link, there is the list of the user's favorite pages. Click the Add to Favorites 

button ( ) to add the currently active item to the list. Click the remove button () to remove 

an item from the list. 
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Chapter 4  
 
Skinning 

The look and feel of the Sitecore Intranet Portal can be quickly changed using skins. While 

changing the look of the portal, skins do not change any functionality of the product or the content 

itself. 

For example, along with the default skin, the portal could have a skin for the Christmas holiday 

time or a skin for a new product launch. 

The skinning functionality makes it easy to create skins and change them. The following different 

scenarios describe how to configure the skinning engine and extend its default functionality for 

more complex requirements. 

A skin consists of a number of images, texts paragraphs and CSS styles. 

4.1 Switching Between Skins 

Skins are set by administrator users from the back-end. The Skin setting is located in the Settings 

item under "/Intranet/Site config" item: 

 

All a user needs to do is to select the skin from the drop-down list and the site design on the 

frontend will be changed after the next browser refresh. 
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Skins are stored under the /system/IntranetSettings/Skins/ item. Each skin is a set of design 

elements of the front-end including icons, site design images, header patterns, button titles, login 

screen look and the stylesheets.  

 

Every element in a skin can have different look in different languages ï this is extremely useful 

for such elements as buttons with titles. 

4.2 Department and Location Based Skins 

Skins can be assigned to departments and locations. A user belonging to a department or a 

location that has a skin associated will automatically use that skin.  

 

By default, department skin takes precedence over location skin.  

Skin resolving is controlled by the intranetSkinResolver pipeline in the web.config file. 

Developers can change the order of the department and location resolvers, or they can implement 

custom skin resolvers to assign skins based on other parameters. 

 

4.3 Customizing Style Sheets 

An important element of skins is cascading style sheets (CSS). The style sheets allow tweaking 

the design of the portal in greater detail. 
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By default, the CSS definitions are stored as physical files. The available CSS files are defined 

below /sitecore/system/IntranetSettings/CSS files.   

 

On the skin item, the CSS files to include are configured using the IncludedCSSFiles field in the 

"Stylesheets" section.  

For backwards compatibility, 3 text fields are available on the skin item that correspond to each of 

the standard CSS files. These fields are empty by default, but if you add CSS definitions in them, 

these definitions will be included on the page. This can be used for CSS definitions that 

administrators should be able to edit using the Content Editor. 

This tutorial is not aimed at describing the CSS concept, but rather describes how CSS fit  in with 

the skinning engine. 

At the bottom of the skin item, there is a section called "Stylesheets" where the stylesheet 

definitions are stored. 

 

There are three different style sheets that can be changed 

¶ FrontendEditingStylesheet 
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¶ PortalStylesheet 

¶ Stylesheet 

Each of these stylesheets is described in detail in the following sections. 

The stylesheets are dynamically added to the corresponding layouts by the 

"/layouts/Intranet.Skin.ascx" control.  

4.3.1 FrontendEditingStylesheet 

This style sheet is used for the styling of the frontend editor. This style sheet is NOT used for the 

styling of the content of rich text fields. The stylesheet that is used for the styling of the rich text 

fields within the editor is determined by the WebStylesheet setting in the web.config file.  

By default, the FrontendEditingStylesheet uses the ñblueò scheme: 

 

Most of the styles in the stylesheet deal with how the different field types should be rendered. 
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Note that the editor is wrapped in a div tag and is created using the ñtableò tag. 

Example: Changing the Color Scheme of the Front-End Editor  

To change the color scheme to a reddish one, the following styles should be changed in the style 

sheet (the examples only show the changed code compared to the default one) 

/* The entire table surrounding the editor*/ 
 

table.editor_table  

{  

...  

 border: 1p x solid #FF0000;/*#4681bc;*/  

...  

}  

 

/* The top of the table, now with a nice screaming red finish */ 
 

td.editor_section_cell  

{  

...  

 background - color: #FF0000; /*#4681bc;*/  

...  

}  

 

/* The label for each cell. Gets a light red background and a dark red font and border*/ 
 

td.editor_fieldname_cell  

{  

...  

 border - top: 1px solid #B30000; /*#4681bc;*/  

 color: #B30000; /*#4681bc;*/  

 background - color: #FFBFBF; /* #cfe2fb;*/  

...  

}  
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The result looks like this: 

 

4.3.2 PortalStylesheet 

The portal style sheet is included on the portal front-page and describes the look and feel of Web 

Parts as well as the Web Part framework.

 

The stylesheet consists of the following areas: 

¶ WebPart: DynamicContentTeaser 

¶ WebPart: DynamicContentRotator  

¶ WebPart: DynamicContentList 

¶ Portal Toolbox 

¶ Portal Framework  

¶ Portlet DropZone 

¶ Portlet Empty  

¶ Catalog Zone  

¶ Mode buttons 

¶ Editor Zone  
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Some of the elements that are controlled by this stylesheet are highlighted in the following 

screenshot: 

 

4.3.3 Stylesheet 

As the name indicates this is the base stylesheet that defines the overall look and feel of the portal. 

 

The style sheet consists of the following areas: 

Poll VacationSignUp 

FAQ VacationHouse 

SendPage (Tip a friend) UpdateList 

Login MarketPlace 

Weblog Print 

TopSearch PhoneBook 

TopMenu PersonalContext 

Top NewsArchive 

Newslist EmployeeList 
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NewsFrontpage DownloadList 

Forum DocumentList 

Employee Breadcrumbs 

ContentPageList Slideshow (search for ".Thumbnail") 

Canteen Sitemap 

Author Submenu 

Activities Text styles (general styles) 

The styles are categorized by their corresponding functionality. 

You would typically want to modify the following styles (in the "Stylesheet" field): 

¶ The styles used in the header of the page 

o .TopDateCell (1/4 down the stylesheet) 

o .AdvancedSearchLink (3/5 down the stylesheet) 

o .TopSearchField (1/4 down the stylesheet) 

¶ Submenu arrow 

o ul#submenumain li submenulinkon (4/5 down the stylesheet) 

o ul#submenumain li submenulinkoff (4/5 down the stylesheet) 

¶ Horizontal line at the top and the bottom 

o .MainBottomCell (2/3 down the stylesheet) 

o .maintable (2/3 down the stylesheet) 

¶ Top menu background 

o .maintabletopmenucell (2/3 down the stylesheet) 

Also, you would typically want to adjust the text colors (in the "Stylesheet" field) 

¶ .maintabletopcell (2/3 down the stylesheet) 

¶ Login box 

o .LoginBodyCell 

o .LoginText 

o .LoginTextSmall 

o .LoginField (often darker since it is the color of text in input fields) 

¶ The headline of TopNews1 web part is defined in the "PortalStylesheet" 

o DIV.WebPartContentTopNews1Header 

4.4 Referencing Skin Images from CSS Files 

Dynamic references can be made from CSS files to skin images by using the syntax 

/~/skinimage/[fieldname].ashx. This will return the correct image based on the user's current skin.   
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4.5 Customizing Icons and Images 

Icons and images are also defined by the skin. For example, the following screenshot shows a 

couple of images of a skin: 

 

While the images can be put anywhere in the media library, it is recommended to create a new 

folder for any new images used by a skin in the "/media library/Intranet/Skins" folder. 

 

The images that are typically customized in a skin are: 

¶ PrintIcon 

¶ TopSearchbuttonImage 

¶ AddNewItemIcon 

¶ FrontpageLinkImage 

¶ LoginBackgroundImage 
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4.6 Changing the Logo  

In most skinning scenarios a customer would want their logo and the top right pictures changed to 

reflect their company. 

 

The logo is defined by the "Top logo" field on the skin item.  

 

In the "Norman Furnitureè example, the size of the log is 217x40. If you wish to use a different 

size for the logo, you should change the ".TopLogoCell" style as well, since this style defines the 

height allocated for the image. 

Notice: For backwards compatibility, the logo can also be defined by the "Top logo" field of a 

MainSettings item. This value will be used if the "Top logo" field on the current skin is empty. 

4.7 Changing the Top Right Pictures 

The top right pictures can be used to differentiate sections on the portal.  
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All items that are based on the "Intranet.Section" template (and the "Intranet.Frontpage" template) 

have a "Top right image" field that is used to define an image for that particular section. If no 

image is set on the section, the image from the front page item will be used. 

The default top right image should therefore be set on the root Home item 

(/content/Intranet/Home) in the "Top right image" field. 

 

Notice that the top right picture by default is hardcoded to the size 217x47. To use a different 

image size, modify the "/xsl/Intranet.TopMenu.xslt" file where the image tag is defined. 

4.8 Customizing Top Icon Links 

The top icon links similarly to some other page elements are also controlled by the current skin.   

 

The images are defined by fields on the skin item.  
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On each top icon link item, the relevant skin image field is selected in a drop-down box. 

 

For backwards compatibility, you can still select an image in the "Icon" field. This value will be 

used if the "Icon field (from Skin)" field is empty. 

The "Intranet.TopLink" template is used for top icon links. 
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Note: The ALT text for the top icons is not used. Instead, the Title of the link field is used to 

render the ALT text.   

4.9 Customizing the Login page 

The Login page properties are customized in the System\IntranetSettings\Skins folder. Typically 

you want to change the text and the logo. The logo is a part of the LoginBackgroundImage, so 

you have to create a custom background image with your company logo. The Login page text can 

be modified in the LoginBody field. 

 

The "Login" fields on the skin are only used by the default skin in the default language for the 

website (typically the language selected in "Corporate Language"). For all other skins and 

languages, these fields are not used. 

4.10 Creating a Custom Skin 

There are two ways to create a custom skin. The first one is to create a new item based on the 

"Intranet.Skin" template and fill out all the fields in the item. This can be quite time-consuming. 

The second approach is to duplicate the existing default skin and only change what needs to be 

modified. 

4.11 Remarks on Using Skinned Images in XSLT Files 

Using skinned images in XSLT files consider the following:  

¶ A new <sc:skinnedImage> XSLT control makes it easy to render skinned images. 

¶ The syntax is <sc:skinnedImage field="[fieldname]" useFallback="[true|false]" 

style="[style definition]">.  

¶ The following parameters are used: 

o field (name of image field on skin item) 

o useFallback (will read field from main settings item if field is empty on skin) 

o style (for example style="vertical-align: middle;") 

¶ If you specify useFallback and the field is empty on the skin, the field will be read from 

the MainSettings item instead (see Intranet.Top.xslt for an example).  
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4.12 Developer Hints 

4.12.1 Dynamic Image Scaling 

Dynamic image scaling helps to keep the layout consistent and reduce bandwidth usage, even if 

the user uploads/selects large images: 

¶ The default max. width is specified using the "MaxImageWidth" field in the 

"MediaLibrary" section of the main settings (default: 300 pixels) 

¶ Max. width of list images are configured using the "ListMaxImageWidth" field in the 

"MediaLibrary" section of the main settings (default: 65 pixels) 

¶ Max. width of blogger image is configured using the 'bloggerimagemaxwidth' field on the 

WebLog Settings (default: 250 pixels) 

¶ Max. width of profile images is 200 pixels (Intranet.Author.xslt)  

¶ A <sc:scaledImage field="[fieldname"]/> XSL control is available for easy image scaling. 

It takes the same parameters as the <sc:image> control, but automatically uses the default 

MaxImageWidth setting.  

¶ Notice that you can allow editors to specify a custom maximum width on an image-by-

image basis by creating a field called "[fieldname]Width". The <sc:scaledImage> control 

will automatically use this value if specified.  
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Chapter 5  
 
Web Parts 

Web Parts are the portal building blocks. A Web Part represents a block of functionality. They are 

used to create portals and dashboards; the Web Part framework is one of the most important 

aspects in Sitecore Intranet Portal. Take a look at the screenshot showing a portal with various 

Web Parts.  

 

Web Parts are easy to use and reuse because they are self-contained. 

Depending on the implementation and settings, end users can customize their own portaldesigning 

their own view and content. In the screenshot above this can be seen through the controls under 

the headline "Personalize your frontpage". 

The web part implementation in Sitecore Intranet Portal is built on top of the standard asp.net 3.5 

Web Parts framework with the following extensions: 

¶ Standard Sitecore renderings can be used as Web Parts 

¶ Web Parts are configured using Sitecore items 

¶ Sitecore security model is used to restrict access to the Web Parts 

¶ User specific information and settings can be accessed easily using the Sitecore API or 

XslHelper functions. 

Web Parts should be built using one of the following templates: 
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¶ "Web Part" 

Use for "normal" Web Parts that are located in a given assembly as code. 

¶ "Web Part Node" 

Use for wrapping a Web Part in a configuration so that a generic Web Part can be used in 

multiple scenarios. 

¶ "ReferenceRendering" 

Use to use standard renderings such as XslRendering, XmlControl, UrlRendering and 

MethodRendering as Web Parts. 

The following paths are important when working with Web Parts in Sitecore: 

Path Description 

/templates/WebPart Framework Here are all the Web Part specific templates located. 

/templates/Intranet Here are all the templates for the Intranet is located. 

This also contains a lot of predefined templates for 

Web Part Nodes (look for "Intranet.Webpart.*) 

/system/Modules/Web Parts Here are all the installed Web Parts located. The 

employees can add these web parts to their personal 

portal by clicking "Elements > Shared catalog". 

/content/Intranet/Site config/Portal The web parts in this location defines the default 

layout of the portal, including web parts that the users 

are not allowed to remove.  

5.1 Security and Rights Management 

The WebPart framework uses the Sitecore CMS security model. Access rights can be applied to 

both Web Parts themselves and to Web Part configurations.  

Web Parts located under the /content/Intranet/Site config/Portal item will be visible on the front 

page by default. Web parts located under the /system/Modules/Web Parts item can be added to 

the front page by users. 

If a user has the write permission on a web part, then such user can move the Web Part to a 

different location on the front-page, or one can close the web part so that it is no longer visible.  

A user should have read permissions on a web part to be able to see it. 

5.2 Standard Web Parts Delivered with Sitecore Intranet Portal 

Sitecore Intranet Portal comes with a number of Web Parts out of the box.  

Every web part is built on top of a template and a sublayout. The following list shows the 

templates that are used for building web parts. Every template inherits from the "Web Part Node" 

template. Corresponding sublayouts are named the same way as the template. 
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¶ Intranet.Webpart.Canteen 

 

Intranet.Webpart.Newslist 

 
Note: this web part will only display news items that have a date filled out. 
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¶ Intranet.Webpart.Pager 

 
¶ Intranet.Webpart.TopNews1 

 
¶ Intranet.Webpart.TopNewsTeasers 
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¶ RSSWebPart 

 

Besides, there is also the "Web Part" template that has some masters defined. The template 

consists of a type reference to a programmatic Web Part (signature of the class containing full 

namespace and assembly). The masters defined are: 

¶ Intranet.WebPart.Content List 

Shows a list of content 

¶ Intranet.WebPart.Content Teaser 

Shows an abstract of some content 

¶ Intranet.WebPart.Content Rotator 

Toggles between different content items 

¶ Intranet.WebPart.DWP Wrapper 

Wrapper for SharePoint type Web Parts. Currently only SharePoint 2001 Web Parts are 

supported 

5.2.1 RSS Web Part 

The RSS web part allows administrators to make pre-configured RSS feeds available to the users 

of the intranet. With all basic elements being already pre-configured for this standard web part, 

you can create a RSS feed with unprecedented ease.  

Two types of RSS web parts can be configured: 

¶ Usual RSS 

¶ Customizable RSS 

5.3 Web Parts; Sublayouts and Web Controls 

There are two different ways to work with Web Parts: 

1. Create "real" Web Parts that are built on the "Web Part" template. 

2. Use existing renderings as web parts using the "ReferenceRendering" template. 

The later approach is described in the following section. 
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5.3.1 Example: Using a sublayout as a web part 

Letôs create a new Web Part that shows activities from the calendar. We will start by creating a 

new item called "Corporate activities" based on the "ReferenceRendering" template under the 

/system/Modules/Web Parts item. The "ReferenceRendering" template is located under the 

/templates/WebPart Framework/ item.  Select the rendering "Intranet Activities" and save the 

item. 

 

Go to the portal front-page and click on the "Elements" button on the "Personalize your 

frontpage" web part. 
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Select "Shared catalog" and then the "Corporate activities" that we have just created. Select a zone 

(zone 2 in our example) and click "Add". 

 

Now a Web Part which includes the rendering is inserted into the portal front-page. 

 

Notice that the "Intranet Activities" rendering already has a default data source. With other 

renderings it might be necessary to set the "DataSources" field of the item built on the 

"ReferenceRendering" template. 
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5.3.2 Example: Creating web parts based on the "Web Part" template 

To create a new web part, create a new item based on the "Intranet.WebPart.Content List" master 

under the /system/Modules/Web Parts/ item. This creates a new Web Part designed for the news 

lists. Call the item "Newslist". In this example we will let a users decide between two different 

lists trough simple configuration, so the next step is to create the available configurations. Create 

two items below the "Newslist" item both based on the "Intranet.WebPart.Content List Config" 

master. Call one of them "Corporate" and the other "Employee". 

 

Each configuration has a "List source" field. Select a location where a list of news is stored. In 

this example the news are created under the "sitecore/content/Intranet/Home/Test/Corporate 

news" item and the "sitecore/content/Intranet/Home/Test/Employee news" item . Also give the 

configurations some proper headlines. 

Go to the portal frontpage and select "Elements" to add the new Web Part. 

 






















































